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Thursday Auguft 24. 1710. 





PON my Iate Intercourfe with Mr. 

Pete m, fome Friends of mine think 

that I hold a Correfpondence at the 

Hague: All that I know of this Matter 

: is, that I have feen a Dutch Letter print- 

ed here, which I dare fay was writ on this fide of the 

Water ; and as it happens, I have not feen a Memo- 

rial, which ic feems did really come from Holland. I 

have a Country Correfpondent, who thinks very dif- 

ferently from me} he looks upon Mr. Pett — ms⸗ 

Piece to be Genuine, but he takes this Memorial for 

a Sham; and is fo offended at the Argument of ir, 

that his Reflections upon it may be of Service to 
them, who have ever read the true one. 


A Defence of the Dutch: In 4 Let- 
ter from the Country. 


STIR, 

W & Country-Gentlemen, tho’ we are very fond 
of every thing that comes from London, are 
much furpriz’d at one piece of News; That the States- 
General have interpofed with the Queen, that She would 
not alter Her Miniftry,nor diffolve the Parliament: Upon 
our lictle Knowledge in Politicks, and Reflection on 
this Proceeding, we think it fo aftonifhing, and fo un- 
recedented an Artempr, as that it cou’d never have 
en the Refult of the Councils of our good Allies 
the Statcs-General, but the Invention of a Faction 
here at home, which, by every Poft, rakes Care to 
difpofe Lies and Falfhoods through the Nation And 
tho’ I have a great Regard to whatever you write 5 
when your Lerrer tells me, That there is (ome Grourid 
for this Report, you muft pardon me, Sir, if I cannot 
yet give intire Credit to it. Is it probable, Sir, 
that fuch a Body as the States General, who gain’d 
their own Freedoms with fuch Difficulty, and fave, 
with fuch Tendernels, afferted the Rights even of the 
leaft Repvblick, fhou’d be prevail’d upon to make 
a Step, which encroaches upon the Prerogative of that 
Monarchy, that firft help’d to raife Them ? Is it to be 
imagin’d, { hata State, now a Sovereign, fhould rreat 
a Crown’d Head (and the greateft that has worn 
this Grown) fo as they themfelyes would not fufter 
the antient Earls of Holland, or Kings of Spain to 
treat them, even while they own’d themfelves their 
Subjects ? No, Sir, This is a Contrivance of fome 
ill-intentioned People ; Englifh Men, who {peak with 
Dutch Tongues our of the abundance of their Frenéh 
Hearts; Men whofe Defign is to’ fow Jealoufies be- 
tween the rwo Narion⸗, in order to bring about what 

they with for, a perpetual War, or an unfafe Peace. 
Can the Dutch, while they are affifting us ro ree 


duce the exorbi:ant Power of France, treat England as 


if we were a Fendatory Kingdom ? Can the Af 
fertors of Liberry dothat, which France, in the worft 
of Times, never durf to attempt? Can they, while 
they defire the Affiftance of Her Majefty’s Arms, in- 
termedie. with the Methods She-pleates to take in 


Her Councils > Can they be fiippos’d to make fiich 
an Infulc upon the Englifh Sovereignty, which no 
good Subject of any Party whatever, can hear of 
without the utmoſt Indignation ? . 
Let them read our Chronicles, or their own, I 
would defire them to point our the Time when chis 
Nation was ever govern'd by any Foreign Advice 3 
which direéted us when a Parliament was to be 
call’d, how long it thould fit, and when it thould 
be diffolved ? And if they cannot from Queen Eis 
abeth’s Time; ‘till now, firid {uch a Precedenr, I hope 
they will grant it reafonable in us, not to make one 
now : And that they will be convinced, that while we 
have been 20 Years afferting their Liberties, we have 
not loft the Spirie io fupport our own: Thar we 
have, God be thank’d, another Elizabeth on the 
Throne; who Knows equally how to protect Her 
Allies, and maintain Her own Dignity and Honour. 
Bat how is it poffible that the Dutch cou’d be brought 
into this Scheme ? Have they any Inftances thar the 
Crown has been over-aw'd at Home, which may in- 
vite fuch an Indignity as this from Abroad > Or, 
again, Can the States be fo itpolitick, as to do 
that which furnifhes the Queen, or any fucceeding 
Prince to teturn ic to them, by advifing them, When 
theif Deputies tould meet ; What fort of Perfons they 
fhou'd be; When the Penfioners of their Towns thou’d 
be chang’d,and when they ought to choofe a Sratholde? 
The Reafons, Sir, that you give me, why the States 
made this pretended Interpoiicion, are fo ill grounded 
that they make it ftill clearer to me, that the Re port 
can be nothing elfe but an Artifice of the FaGticn, 
Yow fay, the Stares are jealous of thofe who are 
call’d Churcimen, and will never traft char Party ; 
and tha, at this time particularly, they are concern’d 
for the Publick Credit. It can never enter inco any 
teafonable Man to think, that the States, who have 
fo much Penetration, can be deluded wich fuch fri- 
volous Prérences as theſe· Can they miltake the Bo- 
dy ‘of the Nation, and call that a Party >? There is 
indeed, 4 Party of Diffonters, undes divers Denomina- 
rions, which che Law has prudently indulp’d ; but 
thefe all rogerher do not make a Tenth of the Nations 
They cannot fotger, That they were Churchmen who 
invited King William over, and return'd them, witrls 
Friendfhip and’ Getierofity, the Charges of that Ex- 
pedition ? Weré riot they the Men, who ar firlt con- 
certéed Meafutes with the States, for ehtring into 4 
War againtt France? And has ic not been the Product 
of their Lands,that has catried on the War ever fince, 
however othets have bad the Luck to fatten upon the 
Difpofal of the Taxes thefe have given > Can any 
wife Peoplé® think it poffible, thar the Crown fhould 
be fo mad as'to chufe Minifters, who would ror fup- 
— Publick Credit? Or chat ahy Parliamere thould 
fo unwife, and’ whjutt,as ro Ueftroy the Credic of all 
Parliaments? This is {uch a Wildne(s as is never to be 
thought of, nor is _ir- practicable in an Englifh Go- 
vernment, nof to be met with in the Roman Stor j 
except in a devouring Sefanat at Hore, of an Ambi- 
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tious Catilime at the Head of a Mercenary Army. 

I believe, without reflecting upon the Dutch, 
thofe of them that have Money in our Funds, will 
not be ready to give Advice, which wou'd keep the 
Rate of Intereſt from advancing. Whatever Opinion 
I have of their Zeal for the Pablick, I cannot but 
think as private Perfons, if they cou'd get more pro- 
fit for their Money in their own Country than they do 
with ts, they wou'd nor make England a Comple- 
mentof Lending. * . 

You tell me, They areafraid of the Principles which 
began the Dutch War in King Charles the Second’s 
Time. ' 

This is fo thin a Mask, that every Body will fee 
thro’ it. It is well known what begun thole two 
Wars. But if any thing is to be charg’d to Princi- 
ples, Can you think the Dutch forget what Principles 
they had, who began the firft War between the Two 
Nations, when England wasa Republick? A War fo 
Unjuft, fo Bloody and Ruinous, that it will ever be 
remembred, that the fame Principles that were then 
the Oceafion of a Civil War among our felves, firft 
open’d the way to a Quarrel between Us and Ho/- 
land. : 

Bur, believe me Sir, Delenda eff Carthago will ne- 
ver be forgot in Holland, Tis too freth in their Me- 
mory who it was, and what his Principles were, who 
folemnly before King, Lords and Commons, in King 
CHARLES the Scond’s Time, devoted that Wile 
and Great Republick to Deftruction: And atthat 
— — they know it was, that Fofeph Hil, the 

on-conformilt Parfon, writ the Xcalander’s Choice, 
and carried on the Defign of having Zealand quit the 
Union of the Provinces, and join England. ’Tis plain 
from thefe Inftances, what Party in England have al- 
ways been Enemies to the Dutch, and how little rea- 
fon there is in that Infinuation of their being jealous 
of a Church-Minifiry, and being upon this Accounc 
induced to fend {uch a Meflage to our QUEEN. 

And here let me fairly ftare the Cafe berween the 
two Nations. We have fign’d a Guarranty for the 
fecuring of that Barrier, and they have fign’d one 
for fecuring of our Succeffion. Thole Perfons among 
us that were concern’d in this Treaty, muft think, 
that the Security of our Succeffion depentled ‘very 
much on our Amity with the Dutch ; bur if it hhall 
appear, that the fame Men who made this Treaty 
with the Durch, did likewife procure the Memorial 
from the Dutch, one of thefe Confequences muſt un - 
—— follow, either that they were in Jeft when 
they made the Treaty; or that now, to fecure them- 
felves, they will rifque the Succeffion. 1 leave it to 

you to judge, whether either of thefe Things are fit 
to be fuppos'd : And will now tell you amr plain 
Country Thoughts upan this Subje&. The me man 
is rais d without any Ground, by thofe who wifhill to 
the Common Caufe. Some there are who would di- 
vide us, who artfully infinuate, whilft they pretend 
that there has been deliver'd a Memorial to interpofe 
about Minifters and the Parliament 5 That there are 
Minifters who are not for taking a good Peace when 
they can have it; That there are Minifters who get 
by the War, and therefore defire to have it prolong’d ; 
hat there are Minifters who are partial to the Dutch, 
and care not how Britain is Burthen’d,fo they find their 
Profit in eafing Hofand. For it is a neceflary Confe- 
quence, That when any State interpofes with another in. 
the Behalf of a Set of Minifters, fuch Minifters are 
more in the Favour and Intereft of thofe who afford 
them that good Office, than of their own Prince. 

Confider farther the Venom of what this pretend- 
ed Memorial infinuates. It muft mean (or it mearis 
nothing) that the Prince is not in the Intereft of the 

ick ; and which is more abfurd. that the People 
are not in the Intereft of the Nation ; and therefore 





are not to be trufted with the Choice of their Repre: 
fentatives; and that neither Queen nor Peeple, may 
efcape the Maliceof thefe Inventors of Evil Things, 
this Report tends co infinuate, That this Parliament is 
never to be Diffolv’d, or elfe thar ic isin a Party- 
Intereft, ahd chat the Smalleft, and if fo I am (ure 
it ought never to fit. 

Ina Word, the Promoters of this muft be at the 
Bottom for the Pretender ; for no Perfon can propa- 
gate a Story fo reflecting upon the prefent rightful 
poffeffor of the’ Crown, but in order to render the 
fame contemptible at Home and Abroad, that the 
Pretender might be the eafier introduc’d; for conrem- 
ning a Prince, is next to Dethroning him, and comes 
up to a Mifdemeanor very near High Treafon. 

Thefe are the Men who caft Abroad Firebrands, 
Arrows and Death. I do affure you, this is fo much 
the Opinion of our Country Gentlemen, that if any 
come into our Shire with fuch Stories, we will take 
care to put the Law in Execution againft them, as 
Spreaders of falfe News, and fuch as wou'd fow 
Jealoufies between the two Nations, that they’ and 
their Pretender may enter in at the Breach, 

I could fay much more upon this Subject, but my 
Letter is too long already ; therefore I add, that I 
am, ) 


Sir, 


Your moſt Humble Servant. 
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